
April 7, 2004

Mr. Lloyd Gray
Editor
Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal
P.O. Box 909
Tupelo, MS 38802

Dear Lloyd:

After three months in office during an active Legislative Session,
I have had the opportunity to read virtually everything written 
by the Capital correspondents for the Associated Press and all of
the State’s major newspapers. Their choices of stories have 
varied, as have their perspectives. As one would also expect, this
Administration’s opinions of their pieces have also varied. Such 
is the normal give and take between the press and the public 
servant.

Unfortunately, I write to offer a complaint concerning your 
paper’s correspondent – Bobby Harrison. This Administration 
has seen a consistent pattern in the reporting of Bobby Harrison 
that is troubling.

I have known and liked Bobby Harrison since he began working 
in the Capitol during the Fordice Administration. However, the 
tone of his writing during the first three months of the Barbour 
Administration has been less than objective – both in his news 
and opinion writing.

Bobby Harrison is a very capable reporter with a wealth of 
experience in the legislative process and a good working 
knowledge of the players involved in State government. 
However, it is clear to me that Bobby’s objectivity is not what it 
should be to give Northeast Mississippi readers an accurate 
picture of what is happening in Jackson. 



A comparison of Bobby’s writings as compared to other Capitol 
reporters on similar issues shows a clear anti-Republican slant. 
Specifically, Bobby Harrison seems to have lost any objectivity 
when it comes to his reporting of House Speaker Billy McCoy. 
This is only important to me insofar as there are some issues in 
which the Speaker and the Governor are on opposite sides. I can
understand and appreciate some degree of  “regional bias” for a 
House Speaker who is a Northeast Mississippi native – that is to 
be expected and your region should be proud of producing yet 
another Speaker of the House. However, I think Bobby’s bias has
risen to the level of affecting the perspective of his writing when 
issues arise involving the Speaker and other elected officials.

I have been in this business a long time, and I am not naive 
enough to expect that every piece written by Capitol 
correspondents will favor this Administration’s point of view. I 
also realize that when you challenge the work of a media 
colleague to his superiors you run the risk of making that 
coverage even more antagonistic. However, I hope my 
willingness to take this extraordinary step underscores the 
seriousness with which this Administration takes the topic of 
your correspondent’s reporting. 

I have attached two columns written by Bobby Harrison this 
Session. While I realize these are meant to be opinion pieces, I 
think they indicate the bias for which I speak.

Northeast Mississippi was very supportive of Governor Barbour 
during his campaign, and Governor Barbour has made it very 
clear to his staff that your region of the State is very important 
to him. With this in mind, you can understand how disappointed 
we have been in the Jackson reporting we see represented in 
your paper. 

In my opinion, Bobby Harrison is talented enough to one day be 
considered one of the best reporters in Mississippi. I would 
submit to his editors that a dose of moderation is all that is 
standing between him and that lofty status. 

Sincerely,



John Arledge
Deputy Chief of Staff and Director of Communications


